Holy Family Girls' School, Askea, Carlow.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Home - School Links

Holy Family G.N.S encourages good communication between home and school.  We strive to achieve constant and regular interaction by means of the following:-

· Our Home/School Liaison Co-ordinator is Mrs. Breda Heffernan (Mobile 087/9539529). 

· Circular Letters – to parents informing them of organisational matters such as school closings, parent teacher meetings, forthcoming events and discipline matters etc.

· School Newsletter – issued once a term.  This includes school news, notices, congratulations to parents & pupils, and general information about school.  

· Homework Journal - This provides parents with the opportunity to know the day-to-day running of the school and to keep in touch with the class teacher. 
· Homework -   Homework is a practical means for parents to keep abreast of your child's progress.  Please see Homework Policy.   
· Parent Teacher Meeting – Formal Parent Teacher meetings take place annually usually in the first term.

· Pupil Reports – Each child receives a written report from her class teacher at the end of the year.  

· Parents’ Council – This is a great way for parents to become actively involved in their child’s school.  The council meets every six weeks.  Their Annual General Meeting is in September when new members are always welcome.
· Individual/Standard Letter to Parents – A serious matter involving a grave breach of discipline or other individual matters will be notified by standard letter to parent/guardian.

· Phone Contact – In emergency situations (sickness/accidents) the school will contact parents by phone.  In the event of a serious accident which may require immediate medical attention the stated policy is as follows - 
Parents/Guardians are contacted.  If unavailable: 

a. Family doctor or doctor on call is contacted.

b. Parents are notified.

c. The Principal/Teacher/Staff member will accompany child 

to surgery/hospital.

Parents may call the school secretary if they wish to notify or query the school at short notice.
· Notes from Parent – See “When does your child need a note”

· Sacramental Programme:  The programme for the sacraments Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation require maximum parental involvement.

· Day of International Celebration:  This day is organised to ensure that our new comers from other countries feel a true sense of belonging.  The participation by parents and pupils sharing their different customs and culture has proved to be an enriching experience for all of us.  

Parents’ Council

We are fortunate to have a vibrant enthusiastic Parents’ Council who:-

1. Foster co-operation and communication between school and home.  A delegated member of the Parents’ Council may convey general views or concerns of the parents to the Principal and Board of Management.  

2. Help promote and assist in extra curricular activities.  

3. Inform parents of educational developments.

4. Help fund the provision of school requisites.

All parents of children who attend Askea G.N.S are considered to be members of the Parents’ Council.  At the A.G.M each year a committee is selected.  We encourage your involvement with our Parents’ Council.  We appreciate and support their work, and we are happy to help with their activities.  

